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MARVELLOUS MASQUERADE

were thrilled to see so many 
local people attend this event in 
support of NOAH.

A sincere thank you to MP Rachel 
Hopkins, The Mayor of Luton, 
Lady Bill McKenzie, and HM 
Lord-Lieutenant of Bedfordshire 
Helen Nellis for your thoughtful 
attendance. And of course, to 
Mgr. Kevin McGinnell, Parish Priest 
of Holy Ghost Catholic Church, for 
the use of their excellent venue.

This event would not have been 
at all possible if it wasn’t for the 
kindness and generosity of the 
organisers, The Luton Circle of 
the Catenian Association. Many 
thanks to you all.”

Friends of NOAH enjoyed an 
outstanding evening at the 
Masquerade Opera in aid of 
NOAH, last month. 

Over 100 guests were captivated 
by the singing of the incredible 
Bethan Langford, Piran Legg, 
Lawrence Thackeray and Alison 
Langer, who have performed 
at some of the most prestigious 
opera houses. The evening also 
played host to the exceptionally 
talented pianist Kaoru Wada, 
who joined us for this very special 
evening.

A big thank you to those who 
sported their most extravagant 
masquerade masks on the night. 
Your efforts did not go unnoticed! 
CEO David Morris said: “We 

A MESSAGE 
FROM OUR 
CEO - DAVID 
MORRIS

Welcome to 
our spring 
newsletter, and 

thank you for helping 
to keep our services running to 
support local vulnerable people 
for another year. The response to 
our Winter Appeal was fantastic, 
as you’ll soon discover on p.2. 

The pandemic has made the 
last two years extremely difficult, 
with many crucial fundraising 
events cancelled or postponed. 
Gratefully, with continued 
community support, we’ve been 
able to help people like Calvin* 
(p.5). Following a relationship 
breakdown, Calvin was left 
homeless and had to sleep in his 
van, with nowhere else to turn. 
Thankfully, NOAH were able to 
offer some assistance to Calvin. 
 
I am overjoyed to see the 
increased number of events we 
have planned for 2022, now that 
restrictions allow. 

Paired with the expansion of 
our Fundraising & Community 
Engagement team, this is such 
an exciting time for NOAH 
to connect with our local 
community, and I hope to 
personally meet with you at 
some of our fundraising events 
soon and thank you for your 
ongoing support.

All the best,
David Morris CEO

OPERA STEALS THE SHOW
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WINTER APPEAL SUCCESS

dentist, mental health services, addiction 
counselling, accommodation support, and social 
inclusion activities. 

Paul Prosser, Head of Welfare Services said: 

“On behalf of the NOAH team, I would like to thank 
everyone who supported our appeal. In 2021, we 
had 23,140 distinct visits to our Welfare Centre from 
local vulnerable people seeking our help. Our 
continued need to provide these evidently vital 
services would not be possible without the support of 
the wider community.”

We are thrilled to announce that our Winter Appeal 
2021 has exceeded our goal to raise £10,000 for 
people rough-sleeping and vulnerable this winter in 
Luton and Central Bedfordshire. 

Thanks to the generosity of local people, the appeal 
raised £12,713 between the end of November 2021 
and January this year. 

The donations will help to fund our Welfare Centre 
which supports people to access a range of 
services, such as a daily meal, provision of clothing, 
shower and laundry service, a GP or on-site nurse, 

YOUR SUPPORT RAISED £12,713!

If you donated to our winter appeal or gifted us food over Christmas, you helped to support 
people like Nicky. Nicky (pictured above) was overjoyed to be given this hamper which 

enabled her to cook and enjoy a festive meal in her supported accommodation.

A caring Christmas
AT NOAH WELFARE CENTRE

NOAH’s welfare kitchen team did an incredible job of 
providing a first class experience on Christmas Day. 

We were pleased to host 44 guests who enjoyed a 3 course 
meal, followed by gifts from Santa. CEO David Morris also read aloud the kind 
messages left on our Christmas Wish Tree from recent Welfare Centre visitors. 

Special plaudits for our chefs Lorraine and Andrea, who led the kitchen as 
well as the welfare team and welfare volunteers, who joined us at intervals 
throughout the day. You all played a part in creating a special day for our 
clients, well done!2
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We were extremely humbled by the support from Wady’s 
Electrical and Mechanical Building Services who kindly 
donated to us over the festive period. Every Christmas, 
Chairman Doug Wady and his team are sent their usual 
gifts of chocolates and alcohol from their valued suppliers. 
After seeing our appeal for help, Doug encouraged 
suppliers to donate to our winter plea instead! 

Doug Wady, Chairman of Wady said, “We love the work 
you do at NOAH & we are always happy to help in any 
way we can.”

WHAT A WADY TO GO!

NOAH’s training academy 
welcomed a brand new collection 
of tools and materials thanks to local 
business Fast Mover Tools! 

Brian Moffat, Managing Director at 
Bedfordshire-based Fast Mover Tools, 
donated paint brushes, roller sets, 
spray guns, sanding equipment and 
plenty more diy goodies for our Home 
Maintenance Course and weekly 
Wood Club. 

MOVING FAST WITH NEW TOOLS
We would also like to thank Brian for 
his kind donation of £400 towards the 
purchase of a new cooker for our 
Welfare Centre kitchen.

3

LAL’S Christmas DINNER DELIGHT
Our clients at the NOAH Welfare Centre were treated to an early Christmas present 
from our loyal supporters at Lal’s Kitchen. Tina and family prepared a delicious feast of 
over 50 Christmas dinners and 50 care bags with winter warmers, toiletries, sweets and 
other gifts and goodies. All gifts were hand wrapped from Big Lal’s Grandson Rian Lal 
& his Great Nieces and Nephew, Jasmine, Tia & Jayden. Thank you for thinking of us.  

Our Home Maintenance programme 
is a new 3-week course providing 
unemployed people the opportunity 
to learn new or develop their skills 
on overcoming basic household 
maintenance tasks. 

Students delve into basic electrical, 
plumbing and carpentry skills 
and experiment with a range of 
maintenance techniques with the 
support from a multi trades tutor.

NEWS

To join our Home Maintenance course, please email academy@noahenterprise.org.



NOAH Welfare Centre were 
thrilled to welcome Matt and 
the team from Bristol City FC 
who kindly donated a huge 
selection of hot meals in 
advance of their match against 
Luton Town FC in January. 

The meals supported our daily 
free hot meal provision available 
for rough sleepers at our day 
centre, via either a takeaway or 
in our dining room.

MATCH DAY KINDNESS FROM 
BRISTOL CITY FOOTBALL CLUB

HATTERS OFFER A HELPING HAND

We must say a big thank you to our friends at Luton Town 
FC for their recent marketing support! 

If you attended the Luton Town v Bristol City game 
in January, did you spot us pitch side on the digital 
boards? This kind gift was accompanied by an advert 

in the match day programme to draw 
awareness of our 2021 winter appeal. We were pleased to 
see some extra donations pour through on match day, which supported us to 
achieve our grand total of £12,713. Fantastic!

The NOAH Welfare Centre also welcomed a visit from the Luton Community 
Trust who dropped off trollies full of winter warmers from Ramridge Primary 
School. As part of a social action project with the trust, year 4 students voted 
to make a difference to homeless people in Luton by collecting donations of 
gloves, hats, scarves and coats, to help their local community. Well done! 

NEWS
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full benefits which meant he couldn’t even rent 
privately. Financially stressed, he borrowed money 
from friends to cover some living costs.

In January, and with support from NOAH’s referral, 
Calvin was successful in being allocated a small flat 
in Flitwick.

He was proud to invite the NOAH team to his flat to 
show the decorating and progress he had made in 
his new home.

Calvin was extremely grateful for NOAH’s help and 
that he finally had a new home for him and his 
children.

Names have been changed and a stock image has 
been used for confidentiality. 

In September 2020, the NOAH Outreach Team 
received a referral for a male called Calvin. He 

was going through a relationship breakdown and 
was asked to leave the family home he had been 
sharing with his wife in Biggleswade for many years. 
He had nowhere to stay in the local area and didn’t 
want to move further away, as he wanted to carry 
on having contact with his young children.

If this wasn’t tough enough, the Coronavirus 
pandemic was having a huge impact on his career 
as a Carpenter. Work was drying up and he was 
struggling financially. As a result of his desperate 
situation, Calvin began to live in his van between his 
two suitcases and numerous work tools.

He made contact with the local council and 
explained his situation and was referred to NOAH. 
Calvin met one of NOAH’s Outreach Team 
members to see if he could get help. He was lost 
and desperate for help, and needed advice on 
how he could get back on his feet.

As he had worked all his life, Calvin assumed he was 
not entitled to any support or services. NOAH was 
able to give hope and suggestions for how to make 
things better.

NOAH’s first step was to ensure Calvin was not 
sleeping in his van anymore. The team were 
able to verify him as a rough sleeper, this meant 
that the Council placed him into temporary 
accommodation in Dunstable.

During this time, the Outreach Team helped Calvin 
apply for Social Housing. He wanted to have 
security and make a home where his children could 
stay overnight, and this was not possible with a room 
share accommodation.

As he was self-employed, he was not entitled to 

CALVIN’S STORY
Quite often, homelessness can be caused by the breakdown of a relationship at 
home. Calvin is a prime example. Living out of his work van and with no where else 
to turn, he came to NOAH for help....

We served 6,353 lunches 

We provided 556 nights in hotel beds, 

228 laundry cycles, 381 items of clothing 

We arranged 121 dentist appointments 

We supported 290 people into accommodation

We helped 67 avoid eviction 

We engaged 157 people into addiction support

 END OF YEAR SUMMARY
Welfare Centre

REAL STORIES

5

In 2021,



Fleeing your home country due to war or conflict can be an extremely 
distressing time. We have continued to monitor how we can support refugees 

and asylum seekers in Luton, to give them to dignity they deserve. 

As part of our mission to help those most vulnerable, we are focused on supporting client needs 
where there is little to no support available elsewhere. NOAH is and always has been a life line for 
those who simply have no where else to turn. 

Over the past few months, we have been able to assess where the needs are and how we can 
support this vulnerable group, not just in the interim, but in the longer term too. 

We are pleased to be able to extend our invitation of a free meal at our Welfare Centre (Fridays 
between 12-2pm), at our Community Meal offering. 

Refugees and asylum seekers are also welcome to join our 
Sewing Club (Tuesdays 1-4pm) with others who speak Farsi, 
Pashtu and Persian, and our Woodwork Club (Thursdays 
9.30am-12.30pm). This will be beneficial in practising 
English speaking skills to be able to better integrate into the 
community. 

ESOL classes and other training is also available through the 
NOAH Academy, subject to eligibility. 

Access to Drug and Alcohol support, on-site Nurse and 
Mental Health services are also available to those who 
would not be able to access this provision otherwise.  

We are also developing our skills in immigration advice 
whereby we can offer OISC Level 1 Immigration Advice, 
expected to be available by Summer 2022. 

Clients will need to complete a registration with NOAH first 
and only adults over 18 will be allowed on-site.

You may also be interested to know that we are supporting 
the new movement in Luton, ‘City of Sanctuary.’ 

A town of sanctuary is a welcoming place of safety for all, 
where people are proud to offer those fleeing violence and 
persecution. It is a place where the contribution of refugees 
and asylum seekers is valued and welcomed. 

Luton is a caring and compassionate town which will do 
whatever it can to support people in need, and I know 
many of you will support our decision to expand some of our 
services to the most vulnerable refugees and asylum
seekers in our town.  

HOW NOAH ARE SUPPORTING 

REFUGEES AND 
ASYLUM SEEKERS
BY PAUL PROSSER, HEAD OF WELFARE SERVICES

For more information 
on our services 

contact the Welfare 
Centre on 01582 

728416.
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Tea

Saturday 30th April, 2022 | 12-3pm
Old Palace Lodge, Dunstable

You’re invited to 

with live music from 
David Mills

Enjoy a relaxing afternoon of tea and coffee, 
delicious scones, a scrumptious selection of finger 

sandwiches, and a trio of cakes. 

Glass of 
Prosecco 
on arrival

To book your ticket, 
call 07825 772421 or email maggie.felmingham@noahenterprise.org.

Raffle 
prizes to 
be won!

£25 
per ticket

noahenterprise.org Charity Reg: 1059672
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We were overjoyed with the response to our January shop donation 
appeal! Thank you to everyone who donated. 

Both our High Town and Lewsey Farm store managers were over the 
moon with the generosity and donations that were dropped into 
stores. 

A special thank you to Carol, who kindly donated £200 cash in our 
High Town store whilst donating several bags of donations. 

These extra moments of generosity can make a big difference in 
our clients lives. 

Be sure to keep an eye out for our Spring Appeal! 

RETAIL

Donate your pre-loved goods to NOAH Enterprise and make a 
huge difference to homeless people in your community!

WE NEED YOUR 
PRE-LOVED GOODS!

MENSWEAR | SHOES |  WOMENSWEAR | BRIC-A-BRAC | TOYS MOST 
NEEDED:

HIGH TOWN SHOP
01582 736 751
20–22 Hightown Rd.
Luton LU2 0DD

LEWSEY FARM SHOP
01582 662 773
St Dominics Sq, 
Tomlinson Ave.
Luton LU4 0UN

Please drop your 
donations at one 
of our Luton-based 
charity shops: 

Shop SUPPORT!



VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

SUCCESS FOR
STEPHEN
WITH WORKING SOLUTIONS

After 10 years of caring 
for my partner, I sadly 

lost him in January 2021.

My world turned upside 
down and I suffered with 
depression, so I began 
to volunteer at Cancer 
Research to keep my mind 
occupied.

The Job Centre put me in 
touch with NOAH Academy 
and I joined their 50+ 
Progressing into Work course. 
Nicky was running Working 
Solutions at the same venue 
so I began working with her 
too.

The Progressing into 
Work course was very 
encouraging, easy to 
understand and follow. 
We started with wellbeing, 
which built confidence and 
self-esteem. It was paced 
really well over the 12 weeks 

and slowly encouraged a work 
mindset.

At the same time Working 
Solutions allowed me to interact 
with people in the same position 
as me, swapping experiences 
and life stories, so I didn’t feel like I 
was on my own.

When I spent time with Nicky 
(Working Solutions), we started 
applying for roles and very soon 
I was offered 6 interviews, 2 of 
which were through NOAH’s own 
Rainbow Recruitment.

After some interview practice 
to ease my nerves, I was 
successful and had been 
offered 2 different roles. It was 
overwhelming that I had a 
choice to make.

NOAH Academy has been the 
key to my journey back into 
work.

I look forward to having the 
security of this new role until I 
retire and I will remain 
doing charity work to 
keep active.

OUT 
NOW!

View our latest 
prospectus for 

Feb - April course 
availability here or 
visit our website.  
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ACADEMY 

The right job for you is out there and we 
can help you find it! Our services are 
open to anyone who is unemployed and 
living in Bedfordshire.

WORKING 
SOLUTIONS

For more info, call 01582 319777.
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ACADEMY 

I Joined the Youth Hub project in October 
2021, not knowing what to expect. I had 

been passed onto to many different courses, 
of which, I didn’t feel any of them actually 
benefitted me.

I also had on-going issues with both my legs 
which limited my mobility. This affected my 
motivation in wanting to work or find a job. I felt 
confused on what I wanted to do.

I had no idea how the employment process 
worked, I didn’t know how important a good 
CV was or how important body language can 
be during an interview. 

However, after enrolling onto the course, it 
didn’t take long for me to realise how beneficial 
the course was actually going to be.

Paul and Sham provided a positive and 
supportive environment for us to learn in. This 
helped me feel more confident in believing 
in myself, and that “can do” attitude really 
motivated me to produce a high quality CV 
and cover letter.

The course has definitely improved my 
confidence with social interactions and talking 
in front of a group of people, and it has made 
me appreciate myself a lot more.

I am really thankful for the Youth Hub 
Programme and would recommend 
all young people to join.

Great news - Jake has since been 
invited to several interviews!

YOUTH HUB PROJECT

A NEW START 
FOR JAKE

Located in Luton
6 Week Programme

Self-employment/building your own business 
enterprise programme 

To book or for more info, email shamil.shah@noahenterprise.org 
or call 07599 677349.

Focusing on:
Effective budgeting

Raising finance
Marketing/promotion

Using social media
Market research

Support with functional skills
Team buildng skills



NEW COURSES

To book or to find out more, visit our website:
noahenterprise.org/what-we-do/noah-academy

COURSE 
FEEDBACK
HOME
MAINTENANCE
“Our course leader Dan was 
approachable and helpful, and 
most of all – he made the course 
fun! I would highly recommend this 
course to anyone looking to learn 
carpentry, electrics or plumbing 
skills for either personal use, or as a 
starting point for entering this line of 
work.” - Gavin
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WE’RE HIRING! 
Outreach Worker (Central Beds)  

Training Project Supervisor (Bedford & Central Beds)
 Therapist l  Contracting Teachers  l ESOL Teachers   

To apply, visit noahenterprise.org/vacancies

ACADEMY 

END OF YEAR SUMMARY
NOAH Academy 105

Clients into 
Employment

177
Clients 

Registered for Jobs Club

765
Clients enrolled 

on courses

In 2021,



CONTACT
WELFARE CENTRE
01582 728 416
141 Park St.
Luton LU1 3HG

NOAH ACADEMY
01582 726 152
20–22 Hightown Rd.
Luton LU2 0DD

HIGH TOWN SHOP
01582 736 751
20–22 Hightown Rd.
Luton LU2 0DD

LEWSEY FARM SHOP
01582 662 773
St Dominics Sq, 
Tomlinson Ave.
Luton LU4 0UN

noahenterprise.org @noahenterprise @noah_enterprise_luton @noah_luton @noah-enterprise

WAYS TO HELP
DONATE

FUNDRAISE

To make a financial donation please visit 
www.justgiving.com/noahenterprise

If you’d like to organise a fundraiser in aid of NOAH, 
please contact lisa.seccombe@noahenterprise.org.

VOLUNTEER

Can you, as an individual, group or Company, 
spare a few hours a month? Visit our website for a 

full list of volunteering opportunities. 
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SKYDIVE
For more details or to register your interest, 

email maggie.felmingham@noahenterprise.org.


